Introduction
Family, as a social institution and as the fundamental unit of the society, plays a vital role in forming persons. We become full-fledged members of the society through the process of socialization which starts in the family. It provides the first foundational formation of personhood. Especially in traditional societies like India the role of the family assumes even greater importance.
Gender refers to the identification of the sexes usually influenced by cultural factors like religion, politics, social factors and education. Fafunwa (1974) , who analysed the role of women in the African society, defines the traditional roles of women to be mainly that of childbearing, housekeeping and the sustenance of agricultural activities. The role of women is defined to be only household works, as is the case in many parts of Tamil Nadu. The modern women are only extra burdened by going to jobs, it only results in further discrimination against women. A strong distinction of women"s role from that of men discriminates against women and remains as the stumbling block on the way of 22 empowerment of women. Therefore it is our interest to analyse how the role of women is to be constructed and what are the functions that social institutions like families play in the construction of gender roles in empowering the women.
The Role of a Family
Family provides the first foundational formation of personhood. It teaches what a person is, what a boy is or what a girl is. As a social institution, it is also vulnerable to all kinds of social prejudices and stereotypes, which it acquires from the society and teaches them to the members of the society. We first learn to distinguish and discriminate men from women in family by looking at the roles our parents play. As a Tamil poem by Vennila says: the child learns to call her father when, the newspaper man comes and call her mother when the milkman comes without anyone to teach her so.
Studies in India have highlighted three dimensions of the utility of having a son. The first is the economic utility, which is mainly based on assistance in agricultural production, wage earnings, and security in the case of illness and during old age: The social utility stems from the kinship and descent system, the status and strength provided to the family by sons, and the premium to be expected from having a son in the form of dowry (2010) used COBFCM to identify the major reasons for suicides and to find ways to control them. In their study they found the lack of counselors to help persons out of depression to be the major cause driving depressed people to commit suicide. COBFCM was also used by Rajkumar et al. (2012) who made a study about the effective teaching methods and pedagogical practices and to develop new insights to serve students" needs using this model. In their study they conclude that we need to focus on equipping and satisfying the needs of the students for ongoing learning, for social and personal competence to meet complex, real-life challenges.
Devadoss and Ajay (2013) employed Combined Overlap Block Fuzzy Cognitive Maps (COBFCM) to analyse the causes of farmers" suicides in India. A study was also undertaken by Prakash et al. (2013) in which they used COBFCM to investigate the problems faced by people with disabilities (PWDs) and to analyse the root causes of their 24 problems. Devadoss et al. (2013) investigated the methods to maximize community vitality of moribund communities using COBFCM. A study was also undertaken by Prakash et al. (2013) in which they used COBFCM to investigate the problems faced by people with disabilities (PWDs) and to analyse the root causes of their problems.
COBFCM was also used to analyse the work related stress factors which affect more on the work life balance by Devadoss and Minnie (2013 
Method of determining the hidden pattern
Let 12 , ,....., n C C C be the nodes of an FCM, with feedback. Let E be the associated adjacency matrix. Let us find the hidden pattern when C 1 is switched on. When an input is given as the vector A 1 = (1, 0, 0, …, 0), the data should pass through the relation matrix E. This is done by multiplying A 1 by the matrix E. Let A 1 E = (a 1 , a 2 , …, a n ) with the threshold operation that is by replacing a i by 1 if a i >k and a i by 0 if a i < k (k is a suitable positive integer).We update the resulting concept, the concept C 1 is included in the updated vector by making the first coordinate as 1 in the resulting vector. Suppose A 1 E → A 2 then consider A 2 E and repeat the same procedure. This procedure is repeated till we get a limit cycle or a fixed point.
Description of the problem
Women empowerment has found fewer advocates in India and has a worst record of violence against women. According to NCRB Report (2012) crimes against women, in particular rape, is the fastest growing crime in India and these rapes were committed by the following: parent/close family member -393 (1.6%), other relatives -1,585 (6.4%), neighbours -8,484 (34%), other known persons -14,008 (56.2%), and unknown persons -453 (1.8%). This shows that the family and the neighbourhood have become potential source of violence against women apart from constructing the gender role. For our analysis on the role of family in constructing gender role we interviewed 100 families in Chennai using unsupervised method through a linguistic questionnaire to identify the attributes. We considered the family members like mother, father, one girl child and one 
Adaptation of COBFCM to the problem
Using the linguistic questionnaire and the experts opinion we have taken the following eight concepts {C 1 , C 2 , ...,C 8 }. These concepts are taken as the main nodes for our problem. 
The opinion of another expert, who is an educated woman and a mother of three children, is given by the directed graph for the class S 2 = {C 3 , C 4 , C 5 , C 6 } as follows:
Fig. 2.2 Fuzzy Cognitive Map for the class S 2
According to the expert the attributes C 3 (Assigning "gender-specific" works) and C 6 (The role of siblings and relatives) in this class are the two nodes which are influenced more by the other attributes. Moreover, C 3 (Assigning "gender-specific" works) and C 6 (The role of siblings and relatives), and also C 4 (Social status enjoyed by the family) and C 6 (The role of siblings and relatives) interact with each other and affect each other mutually.
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The relation matrix obtained from the above directed graph is given below: The third expert is a student activist and her opinion for the class S 3 = {C 5 , C 6 , C 7 , C 8 } is given by the following directed graph:
Fig. 2.3 Fuzzy Cognitive Map for the class S 3
The above directed graph shows that the nodes C 6 (The role of siblings and relatives) and C 8 (Educational status) are influenced by all the other nodes. Three pairs namely, C 5 and C 8, C 6 and C 7 , and C 6 and C 8 influence each other mutually. The relation matrix for the class S 3 , which is obtained from the above directed graph, is as follows: (where ↪ denotes the resultant vector after thresholding and updating ), X 3 is the hidden pattern, which is the fixed point.
The limit points obtained for various input vectors are given in the following table   Table: 
Conclusion and Suggestions
From the table 2.6 we can easily see that the family plays a role in building gender roles in the society. For various input vector we get the same limit point which means that all these concepts do affect the gender roles. The terms of relationships in a family are taken for granted and the rigidly defined gender roles assigned within a family are hardly refuted. To bring about a fundamental change in the society at large, one should begin from family.
Sex-selective preference for boy child by the parents and the relatives is usually justified by the relative difference in cost spent for the education and marriage of a girl and a boy.
Therefore the abolition of dowry system becomes vital to bring about a change in the minds of the parents and relatives.
Parents should be trained or instructed over their use of gender sensitive statements and assignment of gender-specific works in the family.
As educational status also plays a role in building gender role, education of girl children should be compulsorily promoted.
Many of the practices defended in the name of culture, that impinge on human rights are gender specific and they should be seriously dealt with.
Religious norms also impose patriarchal regimes that turn out to be disadvantageous to women.
